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. Although there is no precise 

a minority of providers who are intent on abusing the system can cost taxpayers billions of dollars and 

growing number of people served by Medicare and the increased strain on Federal and state budgets.

To learn about real-life cases of 

Medicare fraud and abuse and the 

consequences for culprits, visit

http://www.stopmedicarefraud.

gov/newsroom on the Internet.

What Is Medicare Fraud?
fraud

representations of material facts to obtain some benefit or 

or concealment of material facts. 

Fraud schemes range from solo to broad-based operations by an institution or group. Anyone can 

also is infiltrating the Medicare Program and masquerading as Medicare providers and suppliers. 

Examples of Medicare fraud may include:

Knowingly altering claims forms and/or receipts to receive a higher 

payment amount.
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It is a crime to defraud the Federal Government and its programs. Punishment may involve 

serious harms associated with health care fraud and the need for aggressive and appropriate fraud 

may also result in civil liability.

What Is Medicare Abuse?
Abuse

Examples of Medicare abuse may include:

Billing for services that were not medically necessary.

Both fraud and abuse can expose providers to criminal and civil liability.

Medicare Fraud and Abuse Laws

are used to address fraud and abuse. Violations of these laws 

civil liability.

NOTE: 

and who are eligible for Medicaid.

False Claims Act (FCA)

of the truth related to the claim. An example may be a physician who submits claims to Medicare 

 on the Internet.
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Anti-Kickback Statute

or solicited purposefully to induce or reward referrals of items or services payable by a Federal health 

 on the Internet.

Physician Self-Referral Law (Stark Law)

Criminal Health Care Fraud Statute

not

Exclusions

programs on health care providers and suppliers who have been convicted of:

of controlled substances.
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care programs will not pay the provider for services performed or for services ordered by the 

other grounds.

Civil Monetary Penalties (CMPs)

Medicare Fraud and Abuse Partnerships

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

prevent and detect fraud and abuse:
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Center for Program Integrity (CPI)

 on the Internet.

Health Care Fraud Prevention and Enforcement Action Team (HEAT)

 on the Internet.

Government from receiving Federal contracts or certain subcontracts and from certain types of Federal 

on the Internet.
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Report Suspected Fraud

Where Should I Report Fraud and Abuse?

I am a ... Report to ...

For any complaints:

Fo

Medicare Provider

E-mail: 

or Provider

E-mail: 

are listed at 
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 on the Internet.

Resources

Medicare fraud and abuse.

 on the Internet.

 on the Internet.

on the Internet.

opinions on the Internet.
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a full and accurate statement of their contents.

®

®
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